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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


See page 66 


NEBESNA TRADING CO. FOUND 


The LoC does not find anything when 
searched for the Nabesna (or Nebesna) 
Trading Co. A couple of items related to // 

Nabesna do turn up. { 


Seward Gateway, March 2, 1922. 
Dave Early who left with Captain 
Flanagan on the Str. Nabesna, last fall 
on a trading trip to the upper Tanana, returned to Fanbaiis this week with a load of fur. 
The Nabesna is wintering at Tetlin lake and Mr. Early reports a successful season. Since 
traveling by dog team became possible this winter he has covered a great part of the upper 
watersheds including a trip to Dawson. He will return to the steamer this week. 


No hint of connection to the NTC, but at least it is in the right geographical area. 


Seward Daily Gateway, August 2, 1923. 

Bound on the annual trading trip to the upper Tanana river district, the steamer Nabesna, 
Capt. C.D. O’Flanagan and Dave Early engineer, left this week. The party will remain at 
Teslin (ed. note: should be Tetlin - there is a Teslin in Yukon, but no Teslin in Alaska) lake until 
spring, trading with the Indians. 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 15, 1924. 

NABESNA TRADER HAS BOTH FEET BADLY FROZEN 

Capt. C.D. O’Flanagan, the Tetlin lake trader, reached Fairbanks last week with his part- 
ner, Dave Early, whom he brought a distance of 350 miles for treatment for frozen feet 
sustained on February 17. Upon examination it was found that one foot was partially 
healed, while the other the most severely frozen, must be amputated. Simple treatment pre- 
vented blood poisoning. 


Seward Daily Gateway, July 3, 1924. 

The trading steamer Nabesna, Capt. O’Flannagan, skipper, home-ported in Fairbanks last 
week, bringing to a conclusion, another successful trading venture into the upper Tanana 
river district. Mrs. O’Flannagan, who accompanied the Captain on his trading trip and 
conducts one of the far isolated posts near Lake Tetlin, during the long winter months, 
returned with the vessel after an absence of eleven months. Dave Early, associate of Mr. 
O’Flannagan in the trading business and engineer of the steamer, who has been in Fairbanks 
since early this year, when he was brought there over the trails in severely frosted condition, 
met the ship at Richardson, and assisted in bringing it into port. 


A very successful trading trip is reported by the party. Furs and Indian curios made a 
capacity load for the boat. 


Seward Daily Gateway, July 1, 1927. 

David P. Early, resident of Alaska for the last 27 years, died at St. Joseph’s hospital in 
Fairbanks. He came from Nabesna, on the upper Tanana, about 10 days ago and entered 
the hospital June 12. Early was one of the best known traders on the upper Tanana. For 
some time he and Captain O’Flannagan had been partners. He was born in Canada 57 
years ago. He is survived by a brother who is living in the States. Early was not married. 


continued on page 61 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


It is always fun to research tokens. But it is getting 
difficult to remember what has been in the newsletter. I 
do most of the research at home and I don’t have the 
last five years there. Yes, it is on the computer in PDF, 
but it is so much easier just to look it up in a printed 
copy. Yes, I am an old fart. 


Nabesna Trading Company was one such fun item. Dis- 
covering were it was actually used was very interest- 
ing, with a letterhead from an unusual source making 
the necessary connections. 


We have looked at Hyder before, but not as in-depth as 
this time. I find it amazing that Hyder had a newspaper. 
There is also a little bit about J.J. Bugge, Portland (be- 
came Hyder). 


Adoph Muller (Kaltag B-1) purchased an airplane for 
fur buying trips, but we never learn if he had a chance 
to use it. 


Lots of common tokens selling for too much money on 
eBay this month. Food Stamp token sets continue to 
bring healthy prices. These just were not saved. Some 
ARRC tokens sold for just opening bid, and these were 
not high opening bids. Where did the bidders go on 
these? 


We have purchased a couple estates recently. You can 
find some of it on pages 69-72. 


The next issue should be mailed mid-June. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Union Club & PH, 12'4¢, B-37a 81.00 
Anchorage, Anch. Transit, one fare, B-T3a 7.99 
Barrow, Barrow Taxi, 10¢, B-Tla 7A7 
Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, $1, B-3c 45.000B 
Douglas, P.H. Fox Bakery, | loaf, B-17a 565.55 
Gakona, Valdez Trans Co., $1, B-unlisted 202.50 
Gambell, Reindeer Comm. Co., 1,5,25¢, B-la,b,d  15.000B 
Hoonah, L. Kane, FST set 73.55 
Juneau, Alaska Hotel Bar, 6'4¢, B-2a 45.44 
Juneau, Imperial Cigar Stoer, 64¢, B-29a 9.990B 
Juneau, Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, B-30a 10.000B 
Juneau, C.C. Club TLG 2 chips 20.000B 
Kaltag, Kallands, FST set 212.50 
Kasigluk, Kasigluk Co-op, FST set 29.00 
Kenai, Flash Taxi, 10¢, B-Tla 6.09 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢, B-60al1 18.000B 
Ketchikan, T&M, Pioneer P.H., $1, B-46c 10.00B 
Ketchikan, Yellow Taxie, $1, B-T7b 29.00 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, one fare, B-T la 26.00 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, 50¢, B-3a 46.00 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, 50¢, B-1b 29.990B 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $1, holed, B-1c 31.00 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $5, B-1d 130.50 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $5, B-1d 51.50 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $10, B-le 31.00 
Kwiguk, Alstrom $10, B-1f 27.89 
Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3al 10.50 
Noorvik, Morris Trd. Co, FST set 207.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 78.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 75.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le 150.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1f 200.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, $5, B-1g 200.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, $10, B-1h 200.000B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8b?, worn 19.990B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bII 103.50 
Seward, Pioneer Cab, 10¢, B-Tla 32.00 
(Seward), Spring Creek CC, 25 102.50 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, 50¢, B-16d 76.00 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $1, B-16e 61.00 
Soldotna, Wye Taxi, 10¢, B-Tla 9.19 
Talkeetna, B.N., 12/2¢, B-lal 89.88 
Thane, AGM Co., chit, B-3al 67.67 
Yakutat, St. Elias Pkg., 10¢, B-2b 300.00 
Dawson, YT, Delmonte, no denom., B-9b, holed 102.50 
Hudson Bay Co., Yorkton, 10¢ 22.50 
Tierra del Fuego, SE de Tdel F, 20¢ black 187.50 
Tierra del Fuego, SE de TdelF, 50¢ black 356.00 
Tierra del Fuego, SE de TdelF, 1 Peso black 253.00 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 49.990B 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now; 
BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; SUP= 
sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


NABESNA TRADING COMPANY, cont. 
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Nabesna Trading Company 


ReECRIAY ED 


C. D, OFlanagan, Mgr. 


Fairbanks, Alaska 
September 29, 


Joveph Dixon, 
University of Calif, 


Museum of vertebrate Zoology, 


Berkeley, Calif, 


One must ask why all the coverage in the Seward news- 
paper, and nothing in the Fairbanks papers. Well, there 
is a gap in the Fairbanks papers from 1920 to 1942. 
Hopefully, this gap will be filled at some time. 


Wrangell Sentinel, February 6, 1930. 

Milo Hajdukovich has purchased Capt. 
O’Flanagan’s three trading posts, located at Tetlin, 
Tanana Crossing and Nabesna. The captain may 
make a trip to the states in the spring and return 
with Mrs. O’Flanagan, who went outside early in 


the fall. 


Seward Daily Gateway, December 10, 1932. 

John Hajdukovich, trader and guide, has purchased 
from his cousin, Milo Hajdukovich, three trading 
posts on the upper Tanana. The posts are at Tanana 
Crossing, Tetlin and Nabesna. 


Names” by Orth shows the locations of the posts: 
Tanacross (Tanana Crossing), Tetlin, and Nabesna Vil- 
lage. The dark line cutting diagonally through the map 
is the Alaska Highway. The Tanana River is north of 
the highway until it nears Tetlin Junction. From there 
the River is south of the Highway. 


The preceding articles do not attribute the Nabesna Trad- 
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ing Co. tokens to Capt. O’Flannagan or the Hajduko- 
vichs. I did a google search, and the only item found 
was from Online Archives of California, Museum of 
Vertebrate Zoology Archives correspondence. There 
was an entry for Nabesna Trading Co. No information 
was available on line. 


I sent an email to the address shown on the page, half 
expecting to not receive a reply. I did receive a reply 
from Michelle Koo stating that she would look at the 
file and see what it contained. 


There were only two letters in the file. Both concerned 
furs to be sold to Joseph Dixon of the University of 
California, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology. 


The first letter, on the letterhead of the Nabesna Trad- 
ing Company is dated September 29,1926, showing C.D. 
O’Flannagan as manager. So while the O’Flannagan’s 
company was not mentioned by name in the newspa- 
per articles, the company did trade in the three villages 
mentioned above. 


The upper Tanana is a maze of lakes and rivers. Be- 
tween Tetlin Junction and Northway Junction on the 
Alaska Highway is a trail that goes into Tetlin village. 
The Tanana River flows between the Highway and the 
village. Just north of Northway Junction, the Nabesna 
and Chisana Rivers flow into the Tanana. These rivers 
head south, where you will find Nabesna (not on the 
river) and Chisana. 


There is a road that goes into Northway, with other 
villages noted. My original assumption was that the 
Nabesna Trading Co. was located around and centered 
on the mining settlement of Nabesna. This Nabesna is 
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NABESNA, cont. 


not on the river, and there appear to be no settlements 
on the map on the Nabesna River. 


The news item about the sale of the trading posts to 
Milo Hajdukovich pinpoints where the trading posts 
were. Tanana Crossing (now Tanacross) is west of 
Tok just off the Alaska Highway. Tetlin is about mid- 
way between Tanana Crossing and Nabesna Village. 


With the articles from the Seward newspapers, it be- 
comes apparent to me that the trading was carried out 
along the Tanana at Tanana Crossing, Tetlin and 
Nabesna village. 


J.J. BUGGE - PORTLAND 


J.J. Bugge was 
at the Republi- 
can convention 
in 1912, listed as 
being from Port- 
land. Portland 
became Hyder! 


Cook Inlet Pioneer and Knik News, Aug. 21, 1915. 
Mrs. R.J. Bugge, of Centralia, Wash., arrived on 
the Mariposa, to join her brother, J.J. Bugge. Both 
of them purchased lots in the new townsite. 


Presumably, the lots were in Anchorage. But J.J. Bugge 
soon left for the Matanuska Valley arriving between 
1917 and 1922, where he continued to pursue political 
goals. He ran for the territorial legislature, described as 
“a prominent Matanuska valley farmer.” (Seward Gate- 
way, Feb. 18, 1924). 


The Alaska Fisherman, Juneau, Sept. 15, 1924. 
The Progressive Platform as Expressed by J.J. 
Bugge 

The Progressive Candidates of the First Division find 
the declaration of principles by J.J. Bugge, of the 
Third Division, to be so clear and worthy, that they 
are glad to subscribe to them. People of the First 
Division should remember, however, that J.J. Bugge, 
although a brother of M.J. Bugge of Ketchikan, is 
an entirely different type of man and not to be con- 
fused in any manner to the late foreman of the 
Ketchikan Grand Jury. 


FRANK BRIDO’S GROCERY 
FAIRBANKS, B-9A 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 23, 1918. 
BRIDOS WILL BE TRAVELING SOON 

Among those to depart for the Outside within the 
next few days will be Mr. and Mrs. Frank Brido. As 
a preliminary to his departure he has purchased a 
new automobile, and at present time is busied in 
acquiring the knowledge as to the running of the 
machine. 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Sept. 30, 1918. 
Among those leaving over the trail for the coast yes- 
terday morning was Frank Brido, who recently pur- 
chased an auto for the purpose of making the trip. 
Brido is having his first experience as a chauffeur 
and he may find the trail a more difficult matter than 
the streets of Fairbanks. 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, Oct. 21, 1918. 
BRIDO FAMILY ARRIVED SAFE 

Writing to friends from Valdez Frank Brido advises 
of his arrival there four days after he left Fairbanks. 
Better time could have been made had he under- 
stood the trail better and done a little more travel- 
ing at night. At the time of writing he expected to 
leave the coast town on the next outgoing steamer. 


Nenana Daily News, March 19, 1921. 
Frank Brido, former Fairbanks groceryman, now 
has a ranch at Mt. Vernon, Wash. 


JOHN JACOBSEN 


Port Alexander, B-3 


Cordova Daily Times, April 21, 1921. 

J. Jacobsen and wife have chartered the big gasboat 
Brooklyn, and are taking building material for a 
restaurant and bakery to Port Alexander prepara- 
tory to the big run of king salmon at Cape Omaney. 
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PADDY McDONNELL, McDONNELL HOTEL & THE 


BUNGALOW, HYDER 


Modern Furnished Rooms 
THE BUNGALOW 


Softdrinks - Tobaccos - ‘ Pool 
Comfortable Reading Rooms 
DEL NICHOLS BILLIE LA HURR 


| 
The Bungalow first appears in the Hyder Alaska Miner, 
October 24, 1919. 


About that time, Paddy McDonnell is in partnership in 
the Alaskan Hotel. 


Alaskan 
Hotel 


McDonnell 
Jamieson | 

Reid 

MRADQUARTERS FOR MINING MEN | 
| 

} 

' 


Electric Lights - - Large Rooms 


« W. &. REID, Manayer i 
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Hyder Alaska Miner, November 7, 1919. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, April 2, 1920. 

Bungalow Reopened 

Last Friday night the Bungalow reopened its doors 
after being closed for two weeks and celebrated 
the occasion with a concert by Misses Stephen and 
King and Messrs Harvey and Putney of the Prince 
Rupert Symphony Orchestra, the concert being fol- 
lowed by a dance. The affair was so successful it 
was repeated Saturday night. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, June 2, 1920. 

The Bungalow was the scene of an enjoyable enter- 
tainment Saturday evening, Pete Murphy, the Irish 
tenor, assisted by Miss May Young, soprano, and 
Chas Ridley at the piano, rendering a fine program 
of vocal and instrumental selections, followed by 


an informal dance. The affair was a success in ev- 
ery respect. 


The Bungalow seemed to be quite the swinging place, 


For Sale 


“THE BUNGALOW” 
at Hyder 
Terms if desired 
Apply Premises 


Hyder Alaska Miner, June 22, 1921. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, August 24, 1921. 

Paddy McDonnell, one of the best known sour- 
doughs of the north, where he gained fame as an 
accommondat-ing road-house host, has purchased 
the Bungalow and took possession this morning. The 
building, which is one of the best constructed and 
most modern in town, has been used as a cigar store, 
soft drink emporium and billiard parlor, with fur- 
nished rooms upstairs, and has been conducted for 
two years by Misses Billie LaHurr and Del Nichols 
(now Mrs. M.E. Wakefield.) 
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Paddy McDonnell subsequently had two other busi- 
nesses. Either or both could have been associated with 
the Bungalow. 
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THE BUNGALOW, cont. 


| Up to the minute-..the 
| McDonnell Hotel 
‘Modern Furnished Rooms 


Electric Lights © om & & Bathe 
Soft Drinks - Tobacceos - Pool 
Paddy McDonnell, Proprietor. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, January 18, 1922. 


Paddy’s Cigar Store 


Where vou meet your friends 
Modern Furnished Rooms 


And Baths in Connection 


Paddy ell, Proprietor. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, August 30, 1922. 


Hyder Weekly Herald, November 26, 1927. 

PW. MCDONNELL CALLED TO REST 

P.W. McDonnell, owner of McDonnell Rooms and 
one of the camps most familiar figures, passed away 
in Steward General Hospital Wednesday morning 
after a brief illness. 


Deceased was nearly 75 years of age and was the 
camps oldest resident in point of year attained. 


“Paddy” McDonnell, as he was familiarly known 
throughout the length and breadth of the North, also 
possessed the distinction of being one of the early 
day pioneers of Alaska and the Yukon and a mem- 
ber of the valiant band of trail blazers who braved 
the stormy Chilkoot enroute to Dawson in 1896. 
After several years in the famous Yukon camp, he 
joined the great gold rush to Nome, arriving there 
in the spring of 1900. During the intervening years 
he resided in Fairbanks, Ruby, Long City, Valdez 
and other points. Coming to the Portland Canal dis- 
trict about the year 1919, he became for a time a 
resident of Stewart and operated a road house on 
American Creek for a while before taking up resi- 
dence in Hyder and engaging in the hotel business, 
in which he continued up to the time of his demise. 
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Hyder Alaska Miner, September 14, 1921. 

W.R. McDonnell, son of Paddy McDonnell, arrived 
with his wife from Seattle Sunday and will assist in 
the management of the McDonnell Hotel. 


But by 1927, things have changed. 


MCDONNELL HOTEL 
—_—_—_—ly 


“THE BRIGHT SPOT OF HYDER, ALASKA” 
THIS HOSTELRY WILL BE CONDUCT- 
ED IN THE FUTURE UNDER THE MAN- 
AGEMENT OF MRS. R. GROSBUSCH. 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS TO PATRONS 
AND THE COMMUNITY IN GENERAL. 
MRS. R. GROSBUSH 


ull. 


Hyder Weekly Herald, December 24, 1927. 


Hyder Weekly Herald, August 18, 1928. 

C.J. and Mrs. Davis have leased the McDonnell hotel 
and reopened the establishment for business dur- 
ing the week. 


And the Bungalow carries on... 


Hyder Weekly Herald, July 20, 1929. 
For that REAL home cooked chicken dinner every 
Sunday - the Bungalow Boarding House. 


Mr. and Mrs. I.N. Hoguewood, widely known old 
timers of the district, have leased the former 
McDonnell Hotel and are conducting a combined 
rooming and boarding house under the name of the 
Bungalow Boarding House, after subjecting the es- 
tablishment to a thorough renovation and over- 
hauling. 


Clean, comfortable rooms and home cooked meals 
are recommendations which should attract gener- 
ous patronage from all who seek the best accommo- 
dations in that line the camp affords. 


THE BUNGALOW, cont. 


Hyder Weekly Herald, July 5, 1930. 

Concluding an extensive series of alterations and 
improvements which add greatly to the appearance 
and conveniences of the well known hostelry, pro- 
prietor George Brown has renamed the McDonnell 
Hotel, which will be known in the future as “The 
Bungalow.” Included in among the alterations is a 
spacious corner entrance which gives the establish- 
ment a decidedly business-like aspect. Lodging ac- 
commodations have also been greatly improved, 
making the hotel as comfortable and home-like as 
any in the district. 


For A WARM. CLEAN, COMFORTABLE 
PLACE TO STOP 
WHEN IN HYDER, ALASKA 

GO TO THE 


BUNGALOW HOTEL 


GEORGE BROWN, PROP. 
Cigars, Tobaccos & Soft Drinks 


November 8, 1930. 


Hyder Weekly Herald, September 22, 1934. 
New Barber Shop Opens 

C.B. Clark, widely experienced tonsorialist, has es- 
tablished a new haircutting and shaving shop in the 
Bungalow Hotel lobby, much to the gratification of 
local people who have lately been compelled to go 
to Stewart for such services. 


So which came first, the chicken or the egg, or in this 
case, the Bungalow or the McDonnell Hotel? 


Vol. 1, number | of the Hyder Miner is October 24, 
1919, so we can’t say what was happening in Hyder 
before then. By the style of the McDonnell Hotel to- 
ken, it seems to be a safe bet that Paddy McDonnell 
was in Hyder prior to his estimated arrival date in his 
obituary. 


The Bungalow has an ad in V1, No. 1 so it was around 
prior to that also. Later incarnations of the Bungalow 
add Boarding House or Hotel to the name. While the 
tokens look newer (to my eye)- larger in diameter than 
other 25¢ and 50¢ tokens, and thinner, I think they must 
be dated to circa 1919. 


While we are in Hyder, let’s look at the Northern Pool 
Hall. 


NORTHERN POOL HALL 


Hyder Alaska Miner, March 2, 1921. 

Walter Blanton and R.C. Jeffery have dissolved part- 
nership, the former taking the Silver Grill, and the 
latter continuing to conduct the cigar store. Walter 
intends building a private dining room at the rear 
of the grill for the accommodation of dinner par- 
ties. 


NORTHERN 
POOL. HALL 


“Where Good Feilows get together” 


R. C. Jeffery, 
Prop. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, August 24, 1921. 


Hyder Alaska Miner, November 21, 1921. 
NORTHERN POOL HALL SOLD 

The Northern Pool Hall which, under the owner- 
ship of Robert C. Jeffery has become one of the 
most popular recreation resorts in the camp, has 
been purchased by Walter Blanton and Holger 
Johnson. Mr. Blanton was formerly a partner of 
Mr. Jeffery and is now proprietor of the Silver Grill, 
adjoining the Northern. 


| 


The NORTHERN POOL HALL 


Optimo and Chancellor Cigars 
Some - Cigarettes 
Sweet Cider, Sodas and Lemonade 
SPECIALTIES-- 
Pool and Out-cards 
Trays, Fives and Sevens of Spades 
--COURTESY 


Bianton & Jounsyx, Proprietors. é 


Hyder Alaska Miner, June 28, 1922. 
Hyder Alaska Miner, October 25, 1922. 
Walter Blanton has purchased the interest of Holger 
Johnson in the Northern Pool Hall and is now sole 
proprietor of this amusement place as well as the 
Silver Grill. 
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ADOLPH MULLER 
KALTAG, B-1 
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“ena 


There is not much on Adolph Muller in the LoC. 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 6, 1928. 

Racing Experts Gather 

Alaska’s greatest dog racing stars are gathering in 
Fairbanks, reports the Fairbanks News Miner. 


The most recent arrivals are Joe Stickman and Walter 
Nolner, who are from Nulato. Adolph Muller and 
Fred Stickman are also awaiting the starters gun. 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 8, 1928. 

Fairbanks, March 8 - Joe Stickman, Nulato musher, 
driving his own team of dogs, won the open race of 
the derby... 


Fred Stickman, driving a team owned by Adolph 
Muller of Kaltag, finished third, 31 minutes behind 
his brother. 


Seward Daily Gateway, November 3, 1928. 
Engine trouble caused a forced landing; plane de- 
molished. 

Tacoma, Nov. 3. - Thee men and one woman were 
injured when a Stinson Detroiter plane, owned by 
Adolph Muller and piloted by Elliott Merrill, crashed 
on a hill-side in South Tacoma, during a forced land- 
ing, overturning after it hit a stump. 


Muller, who lives in Kaltag, Alaska, accepted deliv- 
ery of the plane yesterday intending to use it in 
Alaska to assist in the trapping game. He was cut 
and bruised; Merrill, the pilot, was also bruised; 
Mrs. C.L. Steinhauser of Seattle, was cut about the 
head and face. Her husband was bruised. 


Engine trouble caused the forced landing which de- 
molished the machine which was valued at $8,000. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, December 12, 1928. 
Fur Buyer to Use Airplane to Cover Interior Re- 
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gions 

Adolph Muller, who has the distinction of being the 
only trader and fur buyer in Alaska to possess his 
own airplane, visited local friends while the Alameda 
was in port last night. He is enroute to Fairbanks 
and will make his first aerial buying trip from there 
after the first of the year. 


Mr. Muller recently purchased a Stinson Detroiter, 
a four-place enclosed machine, equipped with a 
radial engine. In trial flights he had a mishap re- 
cently but emerged with minor hurts and slight dam- 
age to the plane. It is being repaired and will be 
shipped north on an early boat. He is an old-timer 
in the interior and has operated a trading post at 
Kaltag on the lower Yukon River of 25 years. 


He will use the plane in making trips all over the 
interior and northern portions of the Territory buy- 
ing and transporting furs with it. 


Seward Daily Gateway, June 13, 1929. 

Intended Come North 

Seattle, June 13, - Pilot Rector, who safely brot a 
flaming plane to earth on Sunday, had intended to 
fly the ship to Alaska for Adolph Muller of 
Fairbanks. This was the second mishap to Mr. 
Muller's planes during the last six months. The pre- 
vious one occurred over Tacoma. 


Did Adolph ever get his plane? 


Daily Alaska Empire, December 12, 1930. 
Adolph Muller has completed his buildings and a 
corral for a fur farm at Kaltag in the lower Yukon 
country. He plans to raise both mink and marten. 


Nome Daily Nugget, January 5, 1937. 

Adolph Muller, storekeeper at Kaltag, who was 
brought here by plane Saturday suffering from a 
serious infection on the face, died at the Maynard 
Columbus Hospital at 1 PM. Mr. Muller years ago 
was in Nome but has not been back here for many 
years. He has run the roadhouse and store at Kaltag 
for some time. 


* 
Seward Gateway, April 12, 1922. 


Mr. Edward Wilson, merchant of Unga, arrived on 
the Alameda and will leave on the Starr for Unga. 


* * * * 


MORE LoC BINGLE FINDS! 


Nome Nugget, April 30, 1954 

ANG Head Warns Against Use of Script For Cash 
Guardsmen’s Paychecks 

Juneau - Brig. Gen. John R. Noyes, adjutant gen- 
eral of the Alaska National Guard, has issued a 
warning against the use of tokens, scripts, or 
“bingles” to cash Alaska National Guard pay- 
checks. 


Reports that the tokens, redeemable only for trad- 
ing post merchandise, are being used for currency 
in certain parts of Alaska have reached the Adju- 
tant Generals office. 


“Drill paychecks received by Guardsmen must be 
cashed for legal currency only,” Gen. Noyes said. 


Nome Nugget, April 12, 1961. 

Sgt Gene Morris Collects Old “Bingles” 

Gene Morris, State Police officer of this area has 
an interesting hobby of collecting coins. 


His most recent special collection has been bingles 
of “trade money” used in Northern Alaska when it 
was legal and cash was hard to keep on hand. He 
has a complete set of these aluminum coins from 
Mountain Village, Eek, Teller and other communi- 
ties and is anxious to get a set or group of trade 
money from Nome. 


Lomen’s Drug Store, Polet’s and other stores used 
trade money. If anyone here has any and they would 
care to part with or trade them, see Sgt. Morris. 
Morris is very anxious to obtain them this week as 
he has been invited to participate in a big stateside 
coin exhibit and would like a good representation 
from Nome. 


Gene Morris was a contributor to both Rubles to State- 
hood and Alaska’s Coinage Through the Years, both 
published in 1965. He passed away in 1981. 


Front Street, Iditared 


MAVERICKS ON EBAY 


Can anyone confirm or deny the attributions made by 
the seller of these tokens? Presumably brass, both 
shown at about 25mm. 


(Douglas): Harbor Washboard, 1 shower. PR on eBay, 
$111.11 


(Kenai): Delia’s Crystal Palace, Delia’s Dollar. 


PRICES REALIZED 
ee 31 AUCTION 


Winning Bid 


sei Fairbanks, Brown Derby, B-10b,d 80.mb* 


255 Fairbnaks, Northern Cigar Store B-40bII 50.mb* 
256 Ketchikan tokens, “P”, B-41 a-c 35. 
257 Koyukuk tokens, Vernetti, B-3 a, c-f 50. 
258 Mountain Village tokens, B-a a-f 50. 
259 Palmer token, ARRC, B-1c 80.mb 
260 Seward token, Northern, B-8bII 55.mb* 
261 Valdez token, Copper Block, B-4a 55.mb* 
262 Valdez token, (CB) Buffet, B-4b 50. 
263 AK Purchase Medal set 145.mb 
264 FCC silver and bronze set 200. 
265 Ketucky Fried Chicken 60. 
266 Hoard of Official AK medals 280. 
267 2006 AK gold relief set 180. 
268 20 different medals 83.mb* 
269 Jack London Medal 85.mb* 
270 Fbks. City Directory 50.mb* 


mb = sold to mail bidder. * = reduced bid. Mail bids were 
reduced a total of $252. 


Leading Jeweler of the North J. kL. Ss A Eg E Largest Sioak. Taueaek Prices| 
High-Grade Sisarens Wetches and Souvenir Jewelry! 


McDonald Hote! Building 


Iditarod Pioneer, September 7, 1912. 
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BAR vs. BENCH 


When Rick Ott (of Omega Creek) 
sold me some gold from Seattle Bar, I 
envisioned a gravel bar at the mouth 
of the creek. Reading up on it, it 
seems that this bar is up on a bench, 
above the creek. I was concerned that 
maybe | had received some bad in- 
formation. When Rick came back in 
I asked him. He confirmed that it was 
in fact a bench claim about 250 feet 
above the creek bed of Seattle Jr. 
Creek. 


But then another miner (a friend of 
Rick’s) came in. Rick had shown 
them the Omega Creek, Hoosier 
Creek and Seattle Bar tokens. They 
thought they were pretty neat and 
brought in some gold from Doric Bench. 


So why is one a bar and the other a bench? 


A placer bar is defined as “a deposit of alluvial material 
above or below the water line of present streams...Bars 
may form where the current slackens or changes di- 
rections.” Another source says “gold found in collec- 
tions of sand, or gravel, in rivers exposed at low water. 


A placer bench is defined as “a stream or river placer 
that has been left high and dry over time.” Either the 
stream has eroded to a lower level, or it is the remains 
of a previously flowing stream that has dried up. 


In Alaska, the terms seem to be used interchangeably. 


Gold was discovered on Seattle Bar (A on the map) in 
the spring of 1904. Seattle Bar is a bench claim be- 
tween Seattle Jr. Creek and Skookum Creek. It is about 
250 feet above the creek bed. It is the site of an ancient 
creek bed. 


Specific gravity is 16.02, giv- 
ing an estimated fineness of 
.755. I made 19 of these. 


Gold was discovered on Doric Creek about 1902. Doric 
Bench (B on the map) is on the east of Doric Creek, 
just below the 1,000 foot level. Like Seattle Bar, it is the 
site of an ancient creek bed. This gold was mined in 
2020 


Specific gravity is 16.15, giv- 
ing an estimated fineness of 
.766. I made 20 of these, but 
may make more for the miner. 


Both of these tokens are available for $125 each, post- 
paid. 
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ESTATE FINDS! 


Estates are fun, especially when you find scarce to rare tokens. Not so much when you buy modern items in 
quantity. Here we are offering some items that in the past, when only one or two are available, sell for a stiff 
premium. This is a chance to pick these up for a lower cost. Not bullion price, but still not horrible. 


1959 Fairbanks Trade Dollar. Probably the most 
common modern item, these were also struck in ster- 
ling silver (in 1964, .577 ASW) and bronze (in 1965). 
Relatively scarce, we have sold these for $50 to $75. 
You can buy the silver and bronze matched num- 
bered set for $25, and we will throw in one of the 
brass trade dollars in the original envelope. 


Eskimo Olympics, 1965, “Replica World’s Eskimo 
Olympics Award.,” silver (.753 ASW) and bronze set. 
The obverse has a polar bear with 6 interlocked rings. 
Issued by the Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce. Seems 
that they were into making medals as they were re- 
sponsible for the 1959 Trade Dollar, and the restrikes in 
silver and bronze in 1964 and 1965. Set of two, matched 
numbers - $25. 


Fairbanks Coin Club, First Annual Coin Conven- 
tion, 1965, set of silver (about .78 ASW) and bronze. 
The first medal from the Fairbanks Coin Club featuring 
a circumpolar map on the obverse, a gold panner on the 
reverse. Another relatively scarce item we have sold 
for $50 to $75. Set of two, matched numbers - $30. 


Alaska Purchase Centennial Set. This was struck 
by Medallic Art Co. in extremely high relief. While the 
actual weight varies a little from piece to piece, the 
silver medal contains over 5 troy ounces of silver. We 
normally sell these for $200 to $250. Pick up a set (or 
two) for $160. 
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ESTATE FINDS 


Trans-Alaska Pipeline | oz. silver medals, set of 12, shown slightly smaller than actual size which is the standard 
1 oz. silver diameter. These were extremely popular during the construction of the pipeline. We always seem to 
have a sufficient supply of these on hand. Now we have a bit too many. Normally, we sell these 12 piece sets for 
$480. Here’s the deal. We will sell a 12 piece set for the spot price of silver plus $6 per medal, or $30 per 
medal, whichever is greater. We sell generic | oz. rounds for spot plus $4.00 so this is a bargain. If silver is 
$23 per ounce, the medals are $28 each. You have to buy a complete set of 12. You must call or email to 
lock in a price. 


Medal #6 in the set, struck with the reverse die of medal #5 (Certified Mint banner). Should have the eagle on 
shield. Regularly $50, special $35.00 
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PIPELINE MEDAL ERRORS! 


Medal #1 extremely weakly struck, perhaps a die ad- 
justment piece. $45.00 


ea < 
Vint Yukow male ve 


Medal #3 with a minor clipped planchet showing at about 
2:00. $45.00 


CUSTOM CASE FOR SET 
OF 12 PIPELINE MEDALS 


The cases are rarer than the medals with capsules. 
Plain case with the purchase of a 12 medal 


set $25.00 
As above, but with logo of first medal $35.00 
As separate purchase, no logo $40.00 
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GOLDEN WELD! 


We have not seen one of these in years! Struck in 10kt 
gold, it weighs .097 troy ounces, yielding an actual gold 
content of .04 troy ounces of pure gold. Only | $125. 


FIRST BARREL OF OIL 


The Fox Lions Club sponsored his medal commemo- 
rating the first barrel of oil from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez, 
hauled by dog sled by Red and Randy Olson. The medal 
was made by the same minter as the Pipeline medal 
sets offered in this issue. $40.00 


ALASKA 


Teamsters, Fifty Years of Service, 1941-1991. One 


ounce pure silver. $35.00 


Ist BBL. OF OIL PLAQUE 


This 8 inch by 5 3/4 inch plaque (shown at a reduced 
size) has two bronze pipeline medals (presumably 
uniface), and text describing the adventure taking a barrel 
of oil from Prudhoe to Valdez. A vial of oil is detached 
but included. The back of the plaque has a certificate 
of authenticity signed by D.M. Turney as President of 
the Pacific Mint. These were sold to raise funds for a 
fire truck for the Fox Volunteer Fire Department. We 
purchased three of these last year and have only 2 left. 
$50.00 


ALASKA AIRLINES, sterling silver 
tail design with the famous Eskimo 
face. .566 troy ounces (.523 ASW) 


a 


“T think this is the first that we 
have handled. Minted by the 
Franklin mint. $35.00 


ALASKA 
AIRLINES INC. 


United States 


ALASKA STATE RONDY, 2000. Ushering in a new 
millennium of time honored traditions. 1 0z. pure silver 
by the Evergreen Mint. $35.00 
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